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International Journalism and Democracy explores a new form of journalism that 
has been dubbed ‘deliberative journalism’. As the name suggests, these forms of 
journalism support deliberation — the processes in which citizens recognize and 
discuss the issues that affect their communities, appraise potential responses to 
these issues, and make decisions about whether and how to take action. Authors 
from across the globe identify the types of journalism that assist deliberative 
politics in different cultural and political contexts. Case studies from 15 nations 
spotlight different approaches to deliberative journalism, including strategies that 
have been sometimes been labeled as public or civic journalism, peace journalism, 
development journalism, citizen journalism, the street press, community 
journalism, social entrepreneurism, or other names. Countries that are studied in-
depth include the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Finland, China, 
India, Japan, Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Nigeria, Brazil, 
Colombia and Puerto Rico.  
 
Each of the approaches that are described in this book offers a distinctive potential 
to support deliberative democracy. However, the book does not present any of 
these models or case studies as examples of categorical success. Instead, it 
explores different elements of the nature, strengths, limitations and challenges of 
each approach, as well as issues affecting their longer-term sustainability and 
effectiveness. The book also describes the underlying principles of deliberation, 
the media’s potential role in deliberation from a theoretical and practical 
perspective, and ongoing issues for deliberative media practitioners. 
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